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City Department of Labor, MomsRising/MamasConPoder, Norton Rose
Fulbright, O'Melveny & Myers, The William Alanson White Institute
Center for Public Mental Health, and White & Case for your commitment,
careful drafting, and counsel during this process. We are also deeply
grateful to the Annie E. Casey Foundation and the Ford Foundation for
their support of these efforts.

Immigrants come to the United States to build a better future and to unite
with family members. Most have lived in the United States for many years,
paying taxes and joining the daily life of their communities. Over time,
immigrants buy homes, start businesses and build personal assets. When
they build better lives, they make our country stronger.

That’s why this Manual is a labor of love for all who worked on it. We are
committed to fairness and compassion for the millions of immigrants living
in our country. Our hope is that you can use this resource to help them
build better lives.

Sincerely,

W\g /;\‘

Annette LoVoi, Director, Financial Access and Asset Building, Appleseed



Disclaimers

Each Chapter is intended to provide generalized information on a particular
topic. In many cases, laws may differ from state to state. Therefore, this
information is not intended to replace state-specific legal assistance. Nothing
in this manual is intended to create an attorney-client or fiduciary
relationship.

Appleseed recognizes and understands the legal term “alien,” used to
describe any person born in another country to parents who are not American
and who has not become a naturalized citizen, but is living or staying in the
United States. However, throughout this Manual, we will primarily use the
term “immigrant” in place of the term “alien” based on AP Stylebook
quidance and the recommendations of our partners. The exception will be
when citing laws, codes, or regulations that specifically use the term “alien.”
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Continuing a Lease

You may want to continue your lease, especially if you have family members
or friends living in the residence who are staying in the U.S. In this scenario,
there are a few options:

*  You can continue the original lease. This often will require the
landlord’s consent because you will no longer occupy the space.

*  You can terminate the lease, and the remaining occupants can start a
new lease with the landlord’s permission.

*  You can assign or sublet the lease. Be aware that traditionally, when a
lease is sublet the individual will still be ultimately responsible for the
payments. In addition, subletting is prohibited under many statutes and
written leases, and can lead to eviction of the subletter.

In all continuing lease scenarios, open and honest communication with the
landlord is key.
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CHECKLIST: RESIDENTIAL LEASES

Find out if you have a written lease. If so your lease is governed by
that document. If not, your lease is governed by the local law.

If you want to terminate your lease find out how much notice you
are obligated to give your landlord, whether you will have to pay the
remaining rent due under your lease, and how much time you will
have to retrieve your things.

Reach out to local organizations and law schools if you need legal
advice.

Arrange for a trusted person to have keys to ensure that someone can
remove your personal property if you are detained or deported.
Remember that you have the right to enter your home to remove
your property within a reasonable time, likely three days or less, after
a lease is terminated. If you fail to remove property within a
reasonable time you may owe the landlord for expenses associated
with storing or disposing of the property.

If you have friends or family members who wish to continue your
lease you have three options:

e continue the original lease with the landlord’s consent;

e end the original lease and enter into a new lease with the
landlord’s consent; or

e “succeed” the lease through an assignment or sublease from you.



